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We hope you enjoy choosing and completing some of the tasks to explore and celebrate 
the Chinese New Year 2021. Click on the different animals of the Chinese Zodiac to read 
about and explore each activity.

Please send your photos and work to your Form Tutor or subject teachers.  We all love 
seeing and sharing your work and creations.







The Chinese Zodiac

Ox is dependable and reliable.  Find out about your Chinese Zodiac birth year and 
explore the qualities you are believed to have.



Each year has an animal.
Many years ago, the Emperor of China 
called for a race between the animals.

All the animals took part – and he chose 
that the order in which they finished 
should be the order of animals in the 

zodiac.

Find out more about the story in the 
Year of the Snake task.

• Over the course of the race, the 
animals’ true natures were revealed.

• The resourceful rat came first with the 
slow but diligent pig coming last.



• Rat 1984, 1996, 2008, 2020

• Ox 1985, 1997, 2009, 2021

• Tiger 1986, 1998, 2010, 2022

• Rabbit 1987, 1999, 2011, 2023

• Dragon 1988, 2000, 2012, 2024

• Snake 1989, 2001, 2013, 2025

• Horse 1990, 2002, 2014, 2026

• Goat 1991, 2003, 2015, 2027

• Monkey 1992, 2004, 2016, 2028

• Rooster 1993, 2005, 2017, 2029

• Dog 1994, 2006, 2018, 2030

• Pig 1995, 2007, 2019, 2031

The animals, their order and their years



• Rat – hard working and clever

• Ox – patient and kind

• Tiger – independent and 
courageous

• Rabbit – popular and 
compassionate

• Dragon – ambitious and fearless

• Snake – clever and generous

• Horse – energetic and independent

• Sheep – compassionate and kind

• Monkey – energetic and takes 
initiative

• Rooster – independent and hard 
working

• Dog – loyal and kind

• Pig – optimistic and honest



• Rat 鼠 (shǔ)

• Ox牛 (niú)

• Tiger 虎 (hǔ)

• Rabbit兔 (tù)

• Dragon 龙 (lóng)

• Snake 蛇 (shé)

• Horse 马 (mǎ)

• Sheep 羊 (yáng)

• Monkey 猴 (hóu)

• Rooster 鸡 (jī)

• Dog 狗 (gǒu)

• Pig 猪 (zhū)







Your Tasks:

• Create a poster which explains how you fit into the Chinese 
Zodiac

• Draw your animal and your element
• Write your animal’s name in Chinese script
• Include your date of birth
• Include what you are meant to be like
• You can put your photo in the middle if you like
• Learn to say your Chinese animal name in Chinese



TRIP ADVISOR TASKS

Tigers are courageous and active people who love a good challenge and adventure 
in life.  

Explore China using the virtual links and write a Trip Advisor review.



Use the links to the Virtual Tours of China on the 
Home Learning website to explore the landscape and 

special places.

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THESE ARE EXTERNAL LINKS



Cooking TASKS

Rabbit is an optimistic problem solver.  
Can you follow the Chinese inspired recipes and apply your problem solving, 

reading, maths and design technology skills?



Easy Egg Fried Rice

Find the recipe on the Home Learning website under the Year of the Rabbit resources.



Easy Singapore Noodles

Find the recipe on the Home Learning website under the Year of the Rabbit resources.



Chow Mein

Find the recipe on the Home Learning website under the Year of the Rabbit resources.



Sweet & Sour Chicken

Find the recipe on the Home Learning website under the Year of the Rabbit resources.



Salt & Pepper Tofu

Find the recipe on the Home Learning website under the Year of the Rabbit resources.



Toffee & Sesame Bananas

Find the recipe on the Home Learning website under the Year of the Rabbit resources.



DRAMATIC TASKS

Dragon is imaginative, energetic and dramatic.

Watch the Lion Dance and the Dragon Dance.

Create your own dance or dramatic interpretation inspired by these amazing 
performances.

You could use ribbons, a sheet over you for a Lion Dance or use a ball in your Dragon 
Dance.



STORYTELLING TASK

Watch the story of ‘The Great Race’ about the Chinese Zodiac and 
retell the story.



Watch the story of ‘The Great Race’ about the Chinese Zodiac.  There 
are two different version on the website.  

• Make a stop-motion animation of the story.
• Create your own Chinese inspired puppets and record a retelling of the story.
• Choose either the character of the Rat, Ox, Cat, Pig or Dragon and improvise what they might say to explain 

their part in the story. Record your work as a video over a drawing of the character.

Background information 
Shadow puppets in China are said to have originated over 2,000 years ago, although the first historical evidence 
dates to the Song Dynasty from AD 960–1279. They were one of the most popular and widespread folk arts in 
China, telling stories through puppets projected on a screen and accompanied by music. The puppets were first 
made of paper and then from the hides of donkeys or oxen giving them their Chinese name –皮影 (pı´ yıˇng), 
meaning shadows of hides. These beautiful puppets can be works of art in their own right, but really come to 
life when a light shines on them and a performance begins. In fact, the Chinese for a movie is 电影 (diàn yıˇng) 
which means ‘electric shadows’. 



Your puppets can be as elaborate as you want them to be, simple silhouettes with 
a detailed outline can also be very effective.

KS3: Take a look at the excellent Chinese Puppetry website link on the Home 
Learning website which also demonstrates how to make moving shadow puppets. 

Although, originally for younger children, the Cbeebies shadow puppet short is 
inspirational in regards to ideas for developing your puppets even for our older 
children.

When the puppets are complete, set up a screen using a lamp projected on a light 
coloured cloth or a wax paper screen. Alternatively you can create a small theatre 
by cutting out the side of a box, sticking wax paper or cellophane over the empty 
side and decorating the front.  You can even hang a sheet in front of a table and 
position a torch on a chair as your light source.





MAP TASKS
Horse is energetic and loves to chase dreams.  Follow his lead and go off on a map-reading quest.

Read the story of ‘The Four Dragons’ which explains how the rivers of China were created, use 
Google Earth to find China and explore it’s geographical features.

• Use screenshots from Google Earth to make a digital passport document
• Create a 2D or 3D relief map of China.

• Use online tools to create a map of China.



Read the story of ‘The Four Dragons’.



Google Earth

https://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/

https://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/
https://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/


China – MapChart

https://mapchart.net/china.html

https://mapchart.net/china.html
https://mapchart.net/china.html


ART TASKS

Be like the creative Goat and use your artistic talents to create 
interesting images.











For a challenge, try painting pandas 
in the traditional Chinese style.

Watch the ‘how to’ video.  You can use black ink or paint. You
could also use a strong, black tea that has been left for a while to 
create a deep brown colour as an alternative.

Three things are important in drawing pandas.

One is to make sure you have two plates of ink, one with 

the dark ink and one with lighter ink (mix it with a little bit 

of water with your brush).

Another one is to dip the brush in light ink to draw the face 

and body lines (the final shape looks like a numerical 9). 

Finally, dip the tip of the brush in the dark ink to draw ears, 

eyes, arms and feet of pandas. The contrast gives the 

painting more depth and therefore has a better visual 

effect.



Can you make a Friendship Fortune Cookie?



Science TASKS

Monkey is curious and inquisitive.  Use your 
investigation and exploration skills to complete one, 
or all, of the Chinese New Year experiments.













MUSIC TASKS
Rooster likes to keep good time.

Use your rooster tempo skills to create a musical composition based on the 
pentatonic scale which is used in traditional Chinese music and throughout 

the Asian continent.
The notes of this scale are called gōng宫, shāng商, jué角, zhǐ 徵 and yǔ羽

Create a Chinese inspired musical instrument to play too.







Use Chrome Music Lab - Song Maker 
(chromeexperiments.com)

Change the settings to use the ‘Penatonic Scale’ to 
give your compositions an Eastern feel.  This is Mrs 
Topsey-Eaton’s attempt entitled ‘Cherry Blossom 
Happiness’.

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/


Follow the instructions to create 
your own Chinese drum.

You could use it to play along 
with one of your Chinese 
inspired compositions.



RUPERT’s CHINESE 
INSPIRED QUIZ

Dog is a team-player.  Work with your family to 
answer the questions in Rupert’s Chinese inspired 

general knowledge quiz.



Find the quiz on Teams in Rupert’s Team.



FIREWORKS TASKS
Pig is optimistic and likes things that brighten his 
day…or night.

Fireworks are said to have been invented by a man 
called Li Tan who lived during the Ancient Chinese 
Tang Dynasty.

Find out more about the new drone firework 
displays and create some firework inspired art.





Watch the drone firework display videos.
Can you design a Chinese New Year inspired drone 
firework image using the squares on the squared 
paper?



MATHS THINKING TASKS

Get inventive and deep-thinking like Rat with these 
Chinese inspired mathematical puzzles.



Pre-prep Tasks KS2 (Y3 – Y6) Tasks KS3 (Y7 & Y8) Tasks




